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about thepaparazzi,and Metzgerentertainstots at Seder

POLISH AMBASSADOR Agnieszka

Magdziak-Miszewskahosted reception

lastweek for SparkPro, an Israel-based

organizationthatworks with the Polish

Ministryof ForeignAffairs,the BritishCoun-

cil,the jointDistributionCommittee, the

jezreelValleyAcademic Collegeand several

other entitiesin an ambitious exchange

program between young Poles and young

Israelisaged 53-12to change theirpercep-

tions of each other, to learn to know each

other and each other'scultures and to form

friendships.The program isthe brainchild

of Boaz Yardeni, the son of Holocaust sur-

vivors,who believes that while we should

not forgetthe painfulchaptersin Polish-

Jewish/Israelihistory,itistime to write

new positivechapter.
Itisamazinghow ignorantpeoplefrom

both countries are about each other. Some

000,52Israeliyouthgo to Poland each year

to visitthe death camps, he said,and their

whole perceptionof Poland isthat of

graveyard.They see very littleof the new,

modern Poland. Similarly,said Timothy

Rabinek, one of the Polishyoung people

who participatedin the program, Polish

people'simage of Israelisshapedby what

theysee on theirtelevisionscreens mainly

war and guns. Poles are surprisedto discov-

er very different Israel,said Rabinek, who

fellso much in love with the countrythat

he's now livinghere.

Tal Grayevskyof MigdalHa'emek, who

also participatedin the program, isthe

granddaughterof Holocaust survivorsand

grew up with negativeimageof Poland.

She was happy to have been on the pro-

because thisenables you to see the
gram

positiveside."

Ten Israelisand 10 Poles spendan inten-

siveweek togetherin each other'scoun-

tries.They livein guesthouse, eat togeth-

er, go out for coffee or beer together,go

to concerts, art shows, lecturesand the

beach, and learnabout each other'scoun-

triesand each other as human beings.

Many of the participantswillhold keyposi-

tions in the future,says Yardeni, and this

willbode well for both Poland and Israel.

before" and "after"SparkPro conducts

surveys to see how the views of participants

have changed and the resultsare

astoundina


